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three  continents  as  a  lecturer,  radio  speaker 
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The  Source 
of  Our  Freedom* 

Long  ago,  a  high  level  conference  was 
held  on  the  top  of  Mt.  Sinai.  God  was 
present,  and  on  that  day  freedom  was  born. 
Its  birth  certificate  is  the  first  and  great 
Commandment:  "Thou  shalt  have  no  other 
gods  before  me."  Nothing— love  of  wealth, 
power,  pride  or  anything  else  —  shall  be 
allowed  to  supplant  or  interfere  with  man's 
supreme  allegiance  to  his  maker.  The  mo- 
ment this  startling  concept  claims  the  loy- 
alty of  the  heart,  it  destroys  the  basis  of 
human  exploitation. 

Up  to  this  time  and  long  after,  men  en- 
slaved their  fellows  and  ruled  over  them. 

•  Text  of  radio  talk  by  Dr.  Kershner.  A  recording 
(33^3  R.P.M.)  of  this  address,  suitable  for  radio  broad- 
casting or  playing  before  groups,  will  be  sent  with- 
out charge. 
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The  strong  and  the  able  exploited  other 
men  for  their  own  pleasure.  The  less  able 
served  their  masters  without  question.  Then 
came  this  great  concept  of  the  supremacy  of 
God  over  all  men.  Gradually,  it  began  to 
seep  into  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men  that 
they  owed  supreme  loyalty  to  God.  God  and 
not  other  men,  was  the  keeper  of  the  con- 
science of  men. 

As  this  thought  grew  in  the  minds  of  men, 
the  tyrants  sat  uneasily  on  their  thrones.  If 
God  was  the  keeper  of  one's  conscience  a 
man  could  not  harm  his  fellows  even  at  the 
behest  of  his  rulers.  In  time,  men  came  to 
rebel  against  injuring  their  neighbors  and 
refused  to  treat  them  cruelly,  to  punish  and 
enslave  them.  God  replaced  the  tyrant  as 
the  arbiter  between  men.  As  this  insight 
gained  sway  in  the  hearts  of  men,  it  weak- 
ened the  hold  of  the  tyrant  and  there 
emerged  the  vision  of  man  as  a  free  being, 
entitled  to  function  under  his  conscience  as 
God's  creature  whom  no  other  man  had  a 
right  to  command,  oppress,  persecute,  ex- 
ploit or  enslave. 

To  the  extent  that  the  first  Command- 
ment is  observed,  men  are  free.  When  it  is 
nullified,  they  are  enslaved.  Statism  is  the 
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negation  of  this  Commandment.  It  places 
the  state  over  man,  and  makes  it  and  not 
God  the  keeper  of  his  conscience.  The  blas- 
phemous totalitarian  state  exalts  itself  to 
usurp  the  place  of  God.  According  to  legend, 
that  is  what  the  devil  sought  to  do  and  for 
that  reason  he  was  cast  out  of  heaven.  Now 
he  has  donned  the  seductive  attire  of  social- 
ism, government  planned  economy,  the 
welfare  state,  collectivism  or  some  other 
euphonious  name  and  emerges  in  this  new 
guise  to  dethrone  God  and  enslave  man. 
If  any  doubt  that  these  different  terms  all 
mean  essentially  the  same  thing,  let  him 
listen  to  these  words  of  Mr.  John  Strachey, 
Minister  of  War  in  Great  Britain's  Socialist 
government.  "It  is  impossible  to  establish 
Communism  as  the  immediate  successor  to 
Capitalism  .  .  .  hence  Communists  work  for 
the  establishment  of  Socialism  as  a  neces- 
sary transition  stage  on  the  road  to  Com- 
munism." 

COLLECTIVISM  DESTROYS  LIBERTY 

Collectivism  of  any  sort  and  under  any 
name  subordinates  the  individual  man  to 
the  will  of  the  group.  The  individual  loses 
his  individuality.  He  can  no  longer  follow 
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his  own  conscience.  He  must  do  as  the  group 
directs.  To  rebel  against  the  decision  of  the 
group  is  to  make  himself  an  outcast.  To  do 
that  even  under  a  benevolent  form  of  statism 
is  to  cut  himself  off  from  a  livelihood.  Un- 
der any  well  developed  system  of  statism, 
such  as  Mussolini's  Italy,  Hitler's  Germany, 
Stalin's  Russia  or  any  one  of  the  numerous 
satellites  of  the  latter,  it  is  to  suffer  cruel 
punishment  and  in  most  cases  death  itself. 

Even  under  mild  socialism  or  a  welfare 
state  system,  the  individual  must  be  obe- 
dient to  the  group.  There  is  no  escape.  Un- 
less the  group  enforces  control,  the  collec- 
tive plan  will  not  work.  In  the  case  of 
voluntary  cooperatives,  if  people  do  not 
wish  to  cooperate,  the  scheme  fails.  In  state 
directed  systems,  the  state  assumes  the  right 
to  coerce  the  individual  and  compel  his 
obedience  under  penalty  of  severe  punish- 
ment. 

In  the  authoritarian  state,  which  inevi- 
tably follows  the  introduction  of  welfare 
state  measures  requiring  more  and  more 
socialism  until  the  whole  body  politic  has 
been  collectivized,  the  state  assumes  the 
right  to  direct  the  individual  and  enforces 
this  decision  to  the  most  extreme  limit. 

[6] 


Collectivism,  therefore,  whether  mild  and 
voluntary  or  coercive,  violates  the  first  and 
great  Commandment  and  destroys  the  liber- 
ty of  man. 

The  materialistic  Marxist  philosophy  of 
collectivism  which  denies  God  would  de- 
stroy the  individual  personality  or  the  spiri- 
tual nature  of  man  and  make  of  him  an 
automaton. 

our  charter  of  freedom 
The  first  and  great  commandment 
marked  the  emergence  of  the  idea  that  no 
man  was  to  be  exploited  by  his  fellows.  It 
was  a  declaration  of  independence  estab- 
lishing the  freedom  of  the  individual  and 
limiting  the  right  of  the  group  to  control 
him.  It  marked  the  beginning  of  a  long  war 
to  make  good  this  freedom.  The  fight  be- 
tween statism  and  individualism  is  a  part 
of  the  age-old  struggle  between  God  and  the 
devil  for  possession  of  the  souls  of  men. 
Under  an  individualistic  system,  man's  loy- 
alty is  to  God.  Under  statism,  if  he  wishes 
to  live,  his  loyalty  is  to  his  bosses,  other  men 
who  assume  the  right  to  control,  rule  and 
enslave  him. 
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Other  resolutions  adopted  at  the  high 
level  conference  on  Mt.  Sinai,  complete  the 
charter  of  our  freedom.  We  call  them  the 
Decalogue,  or  the  Ten  Commandments. 
They  contain  the  highest  insight  developed 
by  man  prior  to  the  coming  of  Jesus  and  set 
forth  the  principles  upon  which  a  free  soci- 
ety of  self-governing  men  is  possible.  For  in- 
stance, "Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness." 
If  men  are  not  truthful,  one  cannot  deter- 
mine the  facts  of  any  situation.  That  makes 
intelligent  action  impossible.  What  is  the 
use  of  placing  one's  hand  on  the  Bible  and 
taking  an  oath  or  an  affirmation  to  tell  the 
truth  if  one  does  not  believe  the  Bible  or  the 
God  back  of  the  Bible?  Why  do  we  have  so 
much  perjury?  Because  men  no  longer  rev- 
erence the  Commandment.  If  a  candidate 
will  not  do  as  he  promises,  how  can  we 
choose  men  for  public  office  who  will  carry 
out  the  will  of  the  people?  Without  truth- 
fulness, a  free  association  of  self-governing 
men  is  impossible. 

Please  note  that  the  Commandments  do 
not  read,  thou  shalt  not  covet  except  that 
portion  of  thy  neighbor's  wealth  which  ex- 
ceeds thine  own  and  thou  shalt  not  steal 
unless  a  majority  vote  favors  it 
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Freedom  is  based  on  the  spiritual  quali- 
ties which  the  saints  and  prophets  of  all  ages 
have  thundered  at  us— honesty,  truthfulness, 
generosity,  good-will,  self-reliance,  thrift 
and  all  the  virtues  taught  by  great  religion. 
The  Ten  Commandments  set  forth  the  only 
basis  upon  which  a  free  society  can  exist.  It 
is  the  absence  of  these  qualities  that  makes 
rapprochement  with  Soviet  Russia  impos- 
sible. Marxist  philosophy  denies  religion, 
advocates  dishonesty  and  boasts  of  its  un- 
truthfulness and  cunning,  using  all  of  these 
means  as  instruments  of  policy  to  gain  its 
ends.  Negotiation  and  understanding  are 
impossible  if  one  or  both  parties  are  dishon- 
est and  untruthful.  As  the  Scripture  asks, 
"What  communion  hath  light  with  dark- 
ness?" II  Cor  6:14. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  INDIVIDUAL 

Although  the  concept  of  freedom  came  in- 
to the  world  thousands  of  years  ago,  when 
the  insight  leading  to  the  Ten  Command- 
ments was  first  perceived,  it  gained  little 
headway  until  the  coming  of  Jesus.  To  be 
sure  there  were  10,000  free  Greeks,  but  the 
rest  were  slaves.  There  were  a  few  free 
Romans,  at  the  top  of  the  scale,  but  the 
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masses  were  in  bondage.  Not  until  Jesus* 
doctrine  of  the  unique  importance  of  the 
individual  claimed  the  allegiance  of  men's 
minds  did  freedom  appear  as  a  possibility 
for  all  men. 

Each  person  possesses  the  infinitely  pre- 
cious quality  of  being  able  to  express  some- 
thing of  God  in  a  different  way  from  every 
other  human  being.  The  concept  of  liberty 
finally  prevailed  in  the  minds  of  western 
men  because  of  the  great  emphasis  Jesus 
gave  to  this  fact.  After  this  thought  takes 
possession  of  one's  mind,  he  would  not  think 
of  enslaving,  persecuting  or  being  unjust  to 
a  creature  who  in  a  unique  way  reflects 
something  of  the  personality  of  God. 

Straight  out  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus, 
therefore,  stem  the  vision  and  the  possibility 
of  free  men  in  free  association  for  self-gov- 
ernment; of  free  institutions  of  all  kinds, 
including  the  freedom  to  worshop  God  ac- 
cording to  one's  own  conscience. 

The  very  existence  of  freedom  depends 
upon  this  religious  basis.  Unless  restrained 
by  the  promptings  of  God,  as  men  perceive 
them  in  their  moments  of  highest  insight, 
the  strong  will  enslave  the  weak.  Men  will 
persecute  and  exploit  their  fellows  for  their 
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own  benefit  and  aggrandizement  unless  re- 
strained by  the  internal  compunctions 
which  come  to  them  only  through  religion 
at  its  best. 

Materialistic  Marxist  philosophy  denies 
religious  insight,  denies  God  and  destroys 
the  only  foundation  upon  which  freedom 
can  be  builded. 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  LORD 

Other  religions  have  something  of  this 
insight,  but  the  Christian  religion  has  it  to 
a  pre-eminent  degree  and  is  the  best  hope 
of  mankind.  //  Christianity  prevails,  free- 
dom will  endure.  If  Christianity  fails,  free- 
dom will  disappear. 

. .  Where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there 
is  liberty."  II  Cor.  3:17.  What  is  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  and  how  does  it  produce  liberty? 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  the  sum  total  of 
the  qualities  which  we  attribute  to  God. 
God  is  goodness,  truth,  righteousness  and 
love.  He  is  fair,  honest,  just,  kind  and  pa- 
tient. In  short,  He  is  the  best  we  know  in  all 
relationships  of  life. 

These  qualities,  achieved  even  partially 
and  to  a  very  imperfect  degree,  produce 
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liberty.  When  people  seek  to  follow  these 
ideals,  they  will  not  wish  to  do  wrong,  to 
injure  their  fellows,  to  take  advantage  of 
weakness,  or  to  advance  their  own  interests 
at  the  expense  of  others.  Where  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  goodwill  toward 
others  and  there  will  be  no  attempt  to  in- 
jure, exploit  or  enslave  them.  Hence  liberty 
exists. 

Liberty  is  limited  by  selfish  men,  who 
seek  to  control  the  lives  of  others  and  use 
them  to  further  their  own  objectives.  Unless 
motivated  by  this  spirit  of  wickedness,  men 
do  not  injure  their  fellows  or  interfere  with 
their  well-being  and  highest  development. 

Where  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is  not,  there 
is  injustice  and  slavery. 

Freedom  is  possible  only  when  men  take 
their  directions  from  God.  When  the  state 
supplants  God  as  the  keeper  of  the  con- 
science of  men,  freedom  cannot  exist. 

A  state  with  very  limited  power,  based  on 
high  ethical  concepts  is  compatible  with 
freedom  but  be  it  remembered  that  "power 
tends  to  corrupt  and  absolute  power  cor- 
rupts absolutely."  "Stand  fast  therefore  in 
the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us 
free."  Galatians  5: 1. 
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SPIRITUAL  BASIS  NOT  ENOUGH 

But  the  perception  of  the  spiritual  basis 
for  freedom  is  not  sufficient  to  maintain  a 
free  order  of  self-governing  men.  In  addi- 
tion, we  must  have  a  vast  amount  of  techni- 
cal knowledge  and  a  great  deal  of  skill  in 
the  organization  and  conduct  of  our  affairs. 
After  our  hearts  are  right,  which  comes  only 
from  great  religion,  we  must  study  diligent- 
ly to  acquire  enough  knowledge  to  know 
how  to  organize  and  conduct  a  free,  endur- 
ing system  that  will  produce  material  well- 
being  for  mankind. 

We  must  seek  first  the  Kingdom  of  Heav- 
en. But  if  the  other  things  are  to  be  added 
unto  us  in  abundant  measure,  we  must  find 
a  way  to  promote  widespread  education  in 
the  fundamentals  of  economics.  We  must 
understand  the  importance  of  a  sound  fiscal 
system.  We  must  know  the  essentials  of 
how  wealth  is  produced  and  distributed.  If 
we  do  not  have  this  understanding,  we  shall 
follow  the  demagogues  who  promise  "the 
earth"  without  regard  to  the  impossibility 
of  fulfilling  their  promises. 

Unless  we  know  from  theory  and  history, 
why  and  how  unsound  fiscal  practices  and 
attempts  at  government  control  decrease 
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production  and  bring  hard  times,  we  shall 
not  know  how  to  protect  ourselves  against 
the  rosy  promises  of  those  who  seek  votes. 

Unless  we  know  the  snares  of  "social 
credit,"  Keynesian  philosophy,  ever  ex- 
panding debt  and  rubber  dollars,  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  avoid  the  destruction  which 
inevitably  follows  such  schemes. 

In  subsequent  talks  we  shall  discuss  some 
of  the  technical  knowledge  necessary  to 
build  a  sound  economy. 


ADDITIONAL  COPIES 
of  this  pamphlet,  as  well  as  a  SSVs 
RP.M.  recording  ( see  footnote,  page 
three),  are  available  from  the 
Foundation  without  charge. 


Christian  Freedom  Foundation,  inc. 
is  a  non-profit,  tax  exempt,  educational 
institution  dedicated  to  promoting  a  better 
understanding  of  the  relationship  of 
Christianity,  freedom  and  economics. 

It  is  composed  of  Protestant  ministers  of 
the  principal  denominations  from  all  sec- 
tions of  our  country.  It  is  non-political, 
non-sectarian  and  not  affiliated  with  any 
other  organization  nor  responsible  to  any 
person  or  group.  Its  members  are  com- 
mitted to  a  search  for  truth  and  to  the 
development  of  a  sensitive  Christian  con- 
science along  with  an  understanding  of 
economic  law. 

The  Christian  Freedom  Foundation  is 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions  and 
subscriptions  to  its  fortnightly  journal. 
Christian  Economics.  Contributions  to  the 
Foundation  are  deductible  from  taxable 
income. 


t    ''Christian  Economies" 


...  a  fortnightly  journal,  published  by 
the  Christian  Freedom  Foundation, 
Inc.,  is  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the 
fundamental  problems  of  economics, 
especially  as  related  to  Christianity  and 
freedom.  By  Christian  economics,  we 
mean  an  economic  system  operated  by 
Christian  men  as  nearly  as  they  know 
how  in  harmony  with  the  laws  of  God. 
Economic  laws,  like  all  of  God's  laws, 
are  immutable.  They  set  forth  the 
means  by  which  men  may  attain  mate- 
rial well-being  just  as  other  laws  of  God 
show  him  the  way  to  spiritual  develop- 
ment—to sonship  of  God. 

Its  editors  read  all  shades  of  opinion 
and  endeavor  to  point  out  the  errors  ot 
welfare  statism,  socialism,  fascism  and 
collectivism  under  whatever  name  and 
to  show  that  freedom  ordained  by  God 
in  the  economic  realm  as  well  as  in 
other  relationships  of  life  produces 
greater  abundance  and  well-being  than 
any  other  system. 

The  subscription  price  of  Christian 
Economics  is  $1  per  year. 
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